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HYSTERECTOMY IN THE BITCH. 
By the Same. 
I AM indebted to Mr F. E. Mason, M.R.C.V.S., one of the College 
tutors, for the following notes of two operations performed by students 
under Mr Mason's supervision. 
CASE 1.-The first subject was a pug bitch about six years old, 
in a very weak condition from protracted labour. The history was 
that she had two days previously passed a dead and partly decom-
posed puppy. She was some days over her time. Attempts were 
made to remove the remaining pups by the natural channel, but 
these were unsuccessful, owing to the large size of the pups for so 
small a bitch. Finally it was decided to remove the uterus and its 
contents by operation. The patient took chloroform badly, although 
it was cautiously administered, well diluted with air. After prepara-
tion of the operation area, an incision was made in the middle line 
of the abdominal wall just behind the umbilicus, a ligature was 
applied to the fundus of the uterus, and the latter cut through 
immediately in front of the ligature; then the body of the uterus was 
lifted out of the abdomen. The right horn was incised and the fcetus 
withdrawn. Next a ligature was placed above each ovary, and these 
organs were removed, together with the whole uterus, the broad liga-
ments being torn. Unfortunately, in doing this, a few drops of putrid 
fluid from the uterus were allowed to escape into the abdominal 
cavity, which was therefore thoroughly rinsed out with a I per cent. 
solution of chinosol, and the vagina was injected with the same. The 
incision in the abdominal wall was then sutured in superposed layers, 
and the bitch was allowed to regain consciousness. 
When seen two days later the temperature was slightly elevated, 
but the wound was doing well, and small doses of quinine were given. 
The case was seen at intervals of three weeks, and made a complete 
recovery. 
CASE II.-The second subject was a half-bred bull and fox terrier 
bitch about three years old. The history was that she was over her 
time, labour pains had come on, but with no result, and there was 
an offensive discharge from the vagina. All attempts to get the 
pups away by the natural opening were fruitless, so it was decided 
to operate. 
The patient was a good subject, being strong and in good con-
dition, and she took chloroform well. The operation was proceeded 
with precisely as in the first case, and the peritoneal cavity and 
vagina were both washed out with a I per cent. solution of chinosol. 
The uterus was found to contain five dead pups in a semi-putrid 
condition, and all fully developed. The wound healed by first in-
tention, and the animal made a speedy and complete recovery. 
The success of these two cases is probably due to thorough dis-
infection of wound area, instruments, etc., to the washing out of the 
peritoneal cavity, and to the general antiseptic precautions observed. 
